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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 198 x 129 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The War Prayer, a short story or prose poem by Mark Twain, is a scathing indictment of war, and particularly
of blind patriotic and religious fervor as motivations for war. The structure of the work is simple: An unnamed country goes to war, and patriotic
citizens attend a church service for soldiers who have been called up. The people call upon their God to grant them victory and protect their troops.
Suddenly, an aged stranger appears and announces that he is God s messenger. He explains to them that he is there to speak aloud the second part
of their prayer for victory, the part which they have implicitly wished for but have not spoken aloud themselves: the prayer for the suAering and
destruction of their enemies. What follows is a grisly depiction of hardships inflicted on war-torn nations by their conquerors. The story ends with
the man being ignored. Mark Twain, was an outspoken critic of American involvement in the Philippines and China , and one of the mammoth
figures in anti-imperialism, and certainly the foremost anti-imperialist literary figure, having become in January 1901 a vice president of the Anti-
Imperialist League of New York. James Smylie explains the controversy: Twain went aFer the respected Congregationalist minister, Reverend
William Scott Ament, director of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Ament joined other powers in seeking indemnities
from the Chinese aFer the Boxer Rebellion against western exploitation in 1900. Twain, perhaps unfairly, was shocked that Ament would use such
blood money for the propagation of the Gospel and to promote the blessings of civilization to brothers and sisters who sit in darkness. He...
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