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***x* [US Paperback] On October 22, 2010, a human skull was found in Sir David Attenborough s garden in south London.a middle-aged female
skull. How did it get there? Where was the rest of the body? The Murderess and the Hangman is a story of this murder, told from both sides of the
scaffold. In 1879 William Marwood, gentleman hangman for London and Middlesex, hanged callous murderess Kate Webster. Her crime? The axe-
murder of her landlady, Mrs. Julia Thomas, in the leafy suburb of Richmond, London. With incredible guile, Kate Webster began physically
impersonating her dead landlady around London. After viciously dismembering the body, she ceremoniously wore Julia s clothes and jewelry to
trick buyers and capitalize on the crime. Kate tried to sell Julia s furniture, silver, even her body as turkey dripping! But for how long can she elude
the hangman? Especially one she s already met. Kate is clearly a killer and will kill again. But given William Marwood is a professional executioner
for the Crown, is there any room for forgiveness or redemption? And how innocent is the hangman who coolly moves from one execution to the
next? Who is the greater evil, the enraged maid, or the methodical humane hangman who is just doing his job ? Despite her violence, Kate is not
without deep feeling, caring for her boy Daniel who is imprisoned in a school for pickpockets. Similarly, Marwood is seemingly innocent and good, a
quiet shoemaker from the village of Horncastle, Lincolnshire. Despite his other job as hangman for the expanding metropolis, he works to humanize
hanging, inventing the long drop to give his victims more than enough rope, namely,...
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