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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
****x AS an aid to the interpretation of Middle Western American life Tarkington s books are invaluable, and for this purpose The Magnificent
Ambersons is of palmary importance. Not, of course, that Tarkington s work is to provide the investigators of a hundred years hence with what are
called social documents. His proper business is to set down, in terms of art, human life as he sees it, with its passionate complications, its joys and
sorrows, its large simplicities. Not infrequently the result is extremely distinguished. It is so here. The trouble with the magnificent Ambersons is
their magnificence. The Major is magnificent. In their varying degrees the other Ambersons were magnificent. But most magnificent of all, and most
insufferable of all, was George Amberson Minafer, the Major s one grandchild and a princely terror. Nothing could be finer than the art with which
the amazing George is presented. Tarkington knows George from his heart out, and builds up superbly his picture of the youngster s development
from the day he invited the Rev. Malloch Smith to go to hell, down to the dark hour when, lying in the hospital, broken in body and spirit and
knowing at last how cruelly he had lacerated his mother s heart and taken all joy out of her life, he asked George Morgan to forgive him. This may
be Booth Tarkington s finest achievement.
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