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***** SULEIMAN M MAGNIFICENT. Suleiman the Magnificent in From an engraving made in Constantinople by Melchior Lorichs cf. p. 294. PREFACE: |
MUST BEGIN by telling my readers that this book is only partially my own. The inspiration to undertake it and a portion of the material it contains
were derived from an unfinished life of Suleiman the Magnificent which was written by my beloved friend, the late Archibald Gary Coolidge in 1901-
02. He and | discussed it constantly dur ing the next five years, and | frequently urged him to com plete and publish it but other things intervened,
and when he died in 1928 the manuscript was deposited in the Har vard Archives just as he had left it twenty-six years be fore. There, some twenty
months ago, | found it, with the words For R. B. Merriman written in his secretarys hand on the fly leaf and this | took as a summons to put it in
shape for publication. My first intention was to leave as much as possible of his work untouched, write the three chapters which had been left
undone, and edit the book under his name but this plan did not prove practicable. So instead | have rewritten it ab initio, and made a number of
changes in the original form. | hasten, however, to add that a considerable portion of Chapter | and scattering paragraphs and sentences in
Chapters 1I-Vl and IX-XI have been taken, with some revision, from Professor Coolidges manuscript. Chapters VII, VIII, and XlI are wholly my own. No
apology is offered for the fact that the following pages are chiefly a story of diplomacy and campaigns....
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