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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 Excerpt: . . . The two edicts of the 14th September, 1811, may be considered as the culminating
point of the legislation which goes by the name of Stein and Hardenberg. Nothing could exceed the malicious joy of the aristocratic French party
when Steins dismissal, on the 24th November, appeared in the Gazette. Count York, whose characteristic letter we have already quoted, again
committed his views to paper in a communication to Lieut. -Colonel von Oppen, and melancholy it is indeed that such a disgraceful record of
narrow-mindedness and ignorance should have come down to us on the part of one who was otherwise a good man and an excellent oHicer. Our
foreign relations begin to take a more favourable aspect; and our home aHairs a more rational turn. One silly head has been already crushed; the
other vile brood will stifle in their own venom. I hope things will soon improve. If calm reason holds sway as we hope, and fortune turns in our
favour, I trust that the withered stem, animated afresh, will yet blossom and bear fruit. Nattergeschmeiss--lit. , excrement of vipers. We need not
feel surprised at the narrowminded and ignorant sentiments of a man of such a stamp as York. They are common to all countries alike. France had
her Stein in Turgot some thirty years before this period, and he experienced the same fate. We may be here pardoned a short digression in order, for
the sake of comparison, to consider the preamble...
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