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Whittles Publishing, United Kingdom, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. David Balme will be forever known as
the 20-year-old hero who, on 9 May 1941, boarded a German U-boat in mid-Atlantic, and captured one of the greatest secrets of the Second World
War. This capture - or pinch as it was known within secret, inner circles - changed the course of the Battle of the Atlantic and shortened the war
itself. Balme was part of a team comprising oDicers and men of the Third Escort Group ably led by Commander Joe Baker Cresswell, also
commander of HMS Bulldog, who shared the danger with other unsung heroes such as Lieutenant Commander George Dodds. Balme was tasked
with taking the Bulldog s whaler and a small party to board the U-boat U-110 which had been disabled. However he was alone when initially
boarding, entering and searching the U-boat. This put him in a vulnerable position while descending into the vessel - he risked being shot by any
German submariner that may have remained or blown-up by a booby-trap device. Furthermore he could have drowned when Bulldog disappeared
into the mists of the Atlantic to hunt another U-boat, as U-110 could have plummeted into the depths at any time.However, where others tried and
failed or tragically lost their lives, Balme and his boarding party succeeded magnificently in capturing an entire Enigma machine, the essential
rotors and months worth of associated cipher material. This was an absolute giE to the code breakers at Bletchley Park who were able to read all
the secret German naval signal traDic for some months and it enabled them to read virtually the whole of the traDic for the rest of the war and with
little delay. The capture was kept so secret that few...
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