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*****.Ramon Garcia, called El Sarria, lay crouched like a wild beast. And he was a wild beast. Yet he smiled as he blinked into the midnoon heat,
under his shaggy brows, from his den beneath the great rock of limestone that shadowed him. El Sarria was hunted, and there was on his hands the
blood of a man-to be more particular, on his leD hand. For El Sarria had smitten hard and eager, so soon as he had seen Rafael de Flores-Rafael, the
pretty boy, the cousin of his young wife, between whom and her relative there was at least cousinly aEection. So the neighbours said, all but
Manuela, the priest s housekeeper. So Ramon smote and wiped his Manchegan knife on his vest, in the place under the flap at the leD side where he
had oDen wiped it before. He used the same gesture as when he killed a sheep. In his cave of limestone Ramon was going over the scene in his own
mind. That is why he licked his lips slowly and smiled. A tiger does that when aDer a full meal he moves the loose skin over his neck twitchy-ways
and yawns with over-fed content. And Ramon, even though hunted, did the same. When he married little Dolores, Ramon Garcia had not dreamed
that so many things would happen. He was a rich man as men go; had his house, his garden, his vines, a quintaine of olive-trees, was accounted
quite a match by old Manuela, the village go-between, the priest s housekeeper, in whose hands were the hearts of many maids. These things he,
Don Ramon Garcia, had possessed (he was called...
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