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(OCoLC)45424094 Subject: Competition. Excerpt: . . . 15 viable option for most businesses. Thus,
although EDIs have been automating business-to-business transactions for more than a decade,
primarily large firms have been the beneficiaries of 16 their savings. Even for those businesses that
could afford EDI systems, the underlying reliance on private networks resulted in significant
constraints on the service that EDIs could provide. Some 17 concluded that such EDIs do not
provide market transparency or allow for market growth. EDI supports a series of bilateral
relationships rather than multilateral, dynamic relationships. Both the lack of transparency and
market growth are largely attributable to the necessity of establish ing 18 an individual connection
with every business partner. 2. Internet The Internet makes B2Bs possible. It is an extremely
efficient mechanism for the 19 exchange of information in light of its pervasiveness and the ease of
connectivity. This type of connectivity is possible due in large part to extensible mark-up language (
XML ), which is the 20 business-to-business e-commerce alphabet. Through the Internet, businesses
with differing MRP...
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