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***** Excerpt from The Aborigines and the Colonists Dutch scholar, Grotius the Oracle of Delft discovered that the Americans could not be, as
various writers had maintained, Scythians, Moors, Tartars, or what not, but must be of Hebrew descent. This hypothesis, founded on the similarity of
customs among primitive peoples, served to quicken the hopes of the apostle Eliot, and to stimulate the liberality of sentimental people in
England, who were pleased to find Americans in their Bibles, if only by far-fetched inference. And did not the Indians, like the ancient Jews, anoint
their heads, dance after a victory, compute time by nights and moons, speak in parables, and make grievous mournings and yellings for their dead?
But there were rival theories in vogue, some of them mixed up with an incomprehensible jargon about Gog and Magog. Dr. Mede, a famous English
theologian, propounded one which was regarded by some in New England as the oracle of God. It was that some centuries after Christ, the devil,
becoming alarmed lest his worship should be quite expelled from the world, induced some of the heathen of the north of Europe to undertake a
passage to a promised land in America, thus making himself the ape of God, who had led his chosen people in this way. The conclusion was that,
although it might be found impossible to convert the devil-worshipers, yet it would be a work pleasing to Almighty God and our Blessed Saviour to
affront the devil with the sound of the Gospel where he had hoped to escape the din thereof. This theory of Dr. Mede was suitable to the state of
feeling in New England in...
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