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coast; but Hutchins records that at Great Canford the goods which were run used to be hid atop of
the church tower and in an old altar-tomb near the south door. After the Reformation invocations
of saints and so on ceased to be inscribed on bells. The Lombardic letters disappeared and the
black-letter followed. The inscriptions began to be in plain Roman capitals, and the founders took
to inscribing their own names and towns and the date, at full length. Then came to be added the
names of churchwardens, and sometimes of the parson, and some posy, perhaps in rhyme,
sometimes simple and solemn, sometimes commonplace, and occasionally downright poor and
irreverent doggrel. Here are specimens from Dorset: -- Feare God; Give thanke-s to God; and such
like are very common. Come when I call to serve God all. (B rid port.) I to...
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