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Sowell explores the core values and assumptions on which Sowell s thought is based. Starting with Sowell s view of the role of intellectuals in our
society, Patterson digs down into the conceptions of knowledge and reason underlying Sowell s ideas about systemic rationality as represented by
the functioning of the free market and the evolution of culture. He examines Sowell s ideas about the use of rhetoric in political debate and the
conceptions of freedom, morality and justice informing his critiques of current policy. His goal is to pinpoint where liberals are most likely to part
company with Sowell in the hope of finding some basis for genuine dialogue or debate instead of the name calling and preaching to the choir so
prevalent in the media these days.
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