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Genealogical Publishing Company. Paperback. Condition: New. 298 pages. Dimensions: 10.8in. x 8.4in. x 0.8in.By law and by custom womens
individual identities have been subsumed by those of their husbands. For centuries women were not allowed to own real estate in their own name,
sign a deed, devise a will, or enter into contracts, and even their citizenship and their position as head of household have been in doubt. Finding
women in traditional genealogical record sources, therefore, presents the researcher with a unique challenge, for census records, wills, land
records, pension records--the conventional sources of genealogical identification--all have to be viewed in a different perspective if we are to
establish the genealogical identity of our female ancestors. Whether listed under their maiden names, married names, patronymicmatronymic
surnames or some other permutation, or hidden under such terms as Mrs. , Mistress, goodwife, wife of, or even daughter of, it is clear that women
are hard to find. But while women may never be as easy to locate as their male counterparts, Christina Schaefer here pioneers an approach to the
problem that just might set genealogy on its head! And her solution is simplicity itself: Look closely at those areas where the female ancestor
interacts with the government and the legal system, she advises, where law, precedent, and even custom mandate the unequivocal identification of
all parties, male and female. According to this thesis, the legal status of women at any point in time is the key to unraveling the identity of the
female ancestor, and therefore this work highlights those laws, both federal and state, that indicate when a woman could own real estate in her
own name, devise a will, enter into contracts, and so on. The first part of the book--a lengthy and informative introduction--deals with the special
ways women...
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