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Harvard University Press. Hardcover. Condition: New. 219 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 6.1in. x
0.7in.The discovery of how opiates such as morphine and heroin relieve pain and produce euphoria
is one of the most dramatic tales of modern science. It begins in 1971 when, at the height of the
undeclared war in Vietnam, Richard Nixon officially announced a war on drugs. Heroin addiction--
no longer confined to urban ghettos--was causing bad public relations for the White House. The
specter of young American soldiers demoralized, drugged, and committing atrocities was not the
image President Nixon wished to convey as he argued for further bombings of North Vietnam. In
this book Solomon Snyder describes the political maneuverings and scientific sleuthing that led
him and Candace Pert, then a graduate student in his lab, to a critical breakthrough in the effort to
understand addiction. Their discovery--the so-called opiate receptor--is a structure on the surface
of certain nerve cells that attracts opiates. Heroin or morphine molecules fit into opiate receptors
much as a key fits into the ignition switch of a car--thus turning on the engine of the cell. Snyder
and his students were able to show that nerve cells which possess opiate receptors are found...
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ReviewsReviews

This composed book is excellent. This really is for all who statte that there had not been a worth reading through. Your life period will probably be change
as soon as you total looking over this ebook.
-- Cheyanne Barrows-- Cheyanne Barrows

The book is fantastic and great. I have go through and i also am certain that i will planning to read through once more once more down the road. Its been
printed in an exceedingly simple way and is particularly simply a?er i finished reading through this publication through which really changed me, change
the way i think.
-- Hank Powlowski-- Hank Powlowski
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