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Bowery and the tenements Stephen Crane is referring to since Maggie does not die of starvation or diseases, but of the mental influences, such as
the Church and the theater that constantly affect the people. Exactly this environment, Jacob Riis argues, 'is indeed a tremendous thing in the world
and it frequently shapes the lives of children who grow up in it' (LaFrance 42).Nevertheless, the external living conditions determine the way people
are and act. 'Crane depicts the influence the city exerts upon the perception of reality...
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