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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: . . . is produced. Each figure seems to have its name, although often the constructor
cannot give the name of a figure he has made. Our usual procedure was to take down names in each language, whenever a figure was encountered;
where possible new figures were photographed; prints were promptly made and a set of them was always carried for the identification of old and
the discovery of new designs. The player often has less difficulty in naming a figure which he has upon his fingers, than in constructing it from the
repeated name. This at first seems strange but is really natural. It was inconvenient for our work, . however; sometimes it was impossible to
photograph a new figure at once, though quite easy to take down its name; later when we were ready to photograph, the player might not be able
from the name to recall the figure wanted or to recall the stages in its construction. At first this caused us to doubt the actuality and fixedness of the
names, but this doubt disappeared, although we not infrequently failed to secure the remaking of the desired design. Most of the gaps in the
numbering of our figures and in the series of figures itself are due to this difficulty. The numbers attached to the figures are serial, in the order of
finding and recording. We found, on final sifting, that a few figures had been duplicated--the position of the hands with reference to the camera...
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