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John Murray Publishers, 2003. Hardcover. Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. 1st Edition. Mint condition.John Murray,2003.First UK
edition-first printing(1 3 5 7 9 10 8 6 4 2).Green hardback(silver lettering to the spine) with Dj(a couple of small nicks and scratch on the Dj
cover),both in mint condition.Illustrated with b/w photos,maps.The book is new with a small nick on the edge of the pages.437pp including List of
illustrations,foreword,appendix,index.Price un-clipped.Heavy book. This is another paragraph Product Description: Today global communism
seems just a terrible historical memory, an expressionist nightmare as horrific as Nazism and the Holocaust, or the slaughter in World War I. Was it
only just over a decade ago that stone-faced old men were still presiding over workers' paradises in the name of the people while hundreds of
millions endured grinding poverty under a system of mind-controlling servitude which did not hesitate to murder and imprison whole populations
in the cause of progress? Or that the world seemed under threat from revolutionary hordes engulfing one country aIer another, backed by a vast
military machine and the threat of nuclear annihilation? In the 1970s, with the fall of South Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, the march of Marxism-
Leninism across the world seemed irresistible. Less than two decades later the experiment had collapsed, leaving perhaps 100 million dead, as well
as economic devastation spanning continents. Even China now increasingly embraces free market economics. Only in a few backwaters does
communism endure, as obsolete as rust-belt industry. This book is a global narrative history of that defining human experience. It seeks to weigh
up the balance sheet: why did communism occur largely in countries wrenched from feudalism or colonialism to 20th-century modernism, rather
than - as Marx had predicted - in developed countries groaning under the weight of a parasitic middle class? Were...
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