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*****.Excerpt from Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States: Commandery of the District of Columbia In the autumn of 1862 the United
States steam gunboat Miami, aEer having done picket duty on the James river, was ordered from Hampton Roads to the Sounds of North Carolina.
The Miami had been built somewhat hastilv at the Navy Yard, Philadelphia, and was, I believe, the first to be launched of a class of double-enders, so
called. She was a large paddle-wheel steamer, with, a long flush deck, and furnished with steering gear and a rudder at the bow as well as stern, so
that she would run forward or backward, an important advantage in river service, for which this class of light-draught vessels was designed. As a
matter of fact it turned out that she ran much better stern foremost. Her capacity for taking a sheer was phenomenal. Before I was ordered to her as
an Acting Assistant Paymaster she had been with Porters mortar fleet below New Orleans. Here she managed to inspire almost as much dread in
our own fleet as on the part of the enemy; and her wayward behavior had gained for her the nickname of the Miasma. In the hope of checking this
propensity to run into other ships an enormous wheel had been placed upon her hurricane deck, with the pilot protected in part by sheets set
upright of boiler iron. For all this eccentricity the Miami proved to be a comfortable ship to live in with plenty of deck room. She carried a very
formidable battery. We had four 9-inch Dahlgrens on either side; a 9-inch pivot aft, and...
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