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Forgotten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
Tropical Rainforests: Diversity and Conservation This volume contains the papers presented at a symposium on Diversity and Conservation of
Tropical Rainforests, which took place at the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco on 27 and 28 September 1985. The symposium was
sponsored by the Academy and the Pacific Division of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. Much has been written about the
extraordinary richness, beauty, and diversity of tropical forests, the plight of vanishing species, and the unhar nessed consumption of non-
renewable resources. Some reports note that an area of tropical forest the size of the state of Delaware is destroyed world wide each week, and an
area of tropical forest nearly the size of England is destroyed each year. If this rate of destruction continues, we are told that most tropical forests
will disappear by the year 2050, with the exception of certain areas in western Amazonia, the Zaire basin, and the few isolated refuges preserved as
parks and reserves. One can hardly ignore reports in the popular press about the untapped reservoir of riches harbored by tropical forests. By
continuing to fell tropical forests we are squandering untold sources of potential foods, medicines, germplasm stocks for improving our crops, and
other natural products that could contribute to human welfare. Tropical forests are home to the world s richest and most diverse assemblage of
plant and animal life. Because we still know so little about tropical orga nisms, ecological processes, and species interactions, the need to expand
our knowledge of tropical ecosystems has never been more pressing. In a two-day symposium, we could not hope to do justice to the many topics
that need to...
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