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*****. Since I have taken upon myself to narrate the public and private life, and no small part of the deeds, of my lord and foster-father, the most
lent and most justly renowned King Charles, I have condensed the matter into as brief a form as possible. I have been careful not to omit any facts
that could come to my knowledge, but at the same time not to oCend by a prolix style those minds that despise everything modern, if one can
possibly avoid oCending by a new work men who seem to despise also the masterpieces of antiquity, the works of most learned and luminous
writers. Very many of them, l have no doubt, are men devoted to a life of literary leisure, who feel that the affairs of the present generation ought not
to be passed by, and who do not consider everything done today as unworthy of mention and deserving to be given over to silence and oblivion, but
are nevertheless seduced by lust of immortality to celebrate the glorious deeds of other times by some sort of composition rather than to deprive
posterity of the mention of their own names by not writing at all.
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