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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Tipyn O bob,
Vol. 6: November, 1908 How can I pay, how can I pay? The words beat to and fro in her mind until they became meaningless. A vision of poverty -
poverty as the rich idealise it - presented itself, and she reached out eagerly for it. Sacrifice of some sort, sacrifice of everything enticed her. A mendi
cant nun, living poorly on other people s charity, bearing their discomfort and sorrow, so she saw herself and took a humble joy in the fancy. Some
one knocked at the door. A maid, spotless and most respect able, announced some visitors. Alexine broke a violent impulse to beg the woman s
pardon for having so long usurped a shockingly false and undeserved position but, contenting herself with merely refusing her help, she went to a
wardrobe to get out a dress. The shimmering coloured array within-repelled her. Her mood demanded something coarse, but she could find
nothing more sober than a heavy grey silk. Her rings she laid aside, but through sheer aesthetic habit fastened an antique pearl necklace around the
collar of her dress. As she pushed aside the curtain before the drawing room door, two gentlemen, clergymen by their dress, came toward her. The
elder, an old friend of her mother s whom her father had tolerated for her sake, smiled at her, and with pardonable worldly pride introduced his
new curate, Mr. Earle. Mr. Worldly-wise (as old Mr. Martin had been fond of calling old Mr. Chiswick) started a conversation so inconsequential that
a child might have seen he was up to something. Alexine waited patiently, at odd times glancing amusedly at the curate who though before...
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