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***** William Dodd (born 18 June, 1804) was a man who came to notice when he described his work and growing disability as a child worker. He
was employed and sacked by Lord Ashley (eventually the Earl of Shaftesbury) after writing about child workers in the textile industry. He wrote one
more book on a related subject that was written and published in America. Dodd was born in 1804 in Kendal and by the age of five he was at work.
Dodd said that he came from a family that was well remunerated but that he had fell down the class structure when he started work. Dodd came to
notice in 1840 when he published with the support of the social reformer Lord Astley a book which described his own and his sisters experiences as
a child worker. He described how they all worked in a textile factory and sometimes they would work for 18 hours per day. Dodd blamed this
experience for making him a cripple and by the time he wrote his first book he had had one arm amputated as it had swollen and the doctors later
reported that the bone was honeycomb and lacked bone marrow. Dodd was able to write the book as he had learnt to write at evening classes
whilst working in Kendal. It was his job at that time to check the ages of young children who were employed at Isaac and William Wilson s textile
mill. His first use of his literacy was to become a clerk at the same mill. In 1837 Dodd briefly started his own school where he passed on his skills in
the threeRss,...
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