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BookBaby. Paperback. Condition: New. 136 pages. Standing Tall: Willie Long and the Mare Island Original 21ers is the story of how 25 men stood
up, stood tall and filed a complaint against long-entrenched racial discrimination at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in the 1960s In writing Standing
Tall: Willie Long and The Mare Island Original 21ers, Jake Sloan assumed literary leadership in telling a story of the quest for economic and social
justice for African American workers who were employed at Mare Island. The book stands as a testament to sacrifice, the value of organization,
solidarity and risk associated with speaking up. The book acknowledges the courage and resolve that is indicative of the struggle for justice for
African American people. The work is essential for the realization that there are those who attempt to tell the story of African American people but
what they produce is biased, grossly distorted, triumphalismrevisionist and tantamount to fomented misconceptions. The work contributes to the
history of this country from the standpoint of telling a story that is not well-known, but bears witness to the need for standing up for ones rights, the
critical importance of leadership, using the approach of any means at hand as tools and the need to have a cogent agenda in the quest for equality.
As part of the war industry, the more than 1, 000 African American workers on Mare Island were confronted with racial discrimination in working
conditions, unequal pay, hiring, training and advancement while the federal government and the larger society spewed platitudes about
democracy, liberty and equality manifesting a glaring contradiction. The book confirms that freedom is not free and shows the value of collective
action as opposed to individualism. In many ways, working at Mare Island meant good jobs. Conditions for those in the production...
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