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***** Pursuant to congressional authorization, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), the
agencies with primary responsibility for federal water resources management, operate water projects for specified purposes. In the case of Corps
dams and their related reservoirs, Congress generally has limited the use of such projects for municipal and industrial (MI) water supply, but
growing MI demands have raised interest in-and concern about-changing current law and reservoir operations to give Corps facilities a greater role
in Ml water storage. Reallocation of storage from a currently authorized purpose to Ml use would change the types of benefits produced by a facility
and the stakeholders served, which has led to controversy over project operations at some federal projects. The Corps and Reclamation, therefore,
may be authorized to operate federal water projects for Ml use under the project-specific authorization statutes. Alternatively, the generally
applicable Water Supply Act of 1958 (WSA) authorizes the Corps and Reclamation to include water storage for municipal and industrial use as a
project purpose for new and existing projects. The WSA requires congressional approval if adding water supply storage would seriously affect the
original project purposes or involve a major operational change for the project. However, the WSA does not define the extent to which the change in
water supply storage must affect existing purposes or what constitutes a major operational change. This ambiguity has become a particular issue
when severe drought raises the competition for water supply, and is an especially contentious issue in eastern riparian states where all users are
affected by any drought. Because of such water shortages in some riparian basins with Corps projects, the Corps...
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