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*****.Excerpt from Roman Letter: A Paper Read Before the World s Congress of Educators of the Blind, at the Art Institute, Chicago, July 19, 1893 I
am an earnest, and even an enthusiastic advocate of the Roman Letter, for literary work, for the good reason that I wish as far as possible, to
untypify the blind, to unclass them, and represent them upon the world s canvas not as a distinct group, but in common with the human race as
essential integrants of the people as a whole. In childhood, the plastic period of life, we must begin to educate and mould the character of every
human being, and to do so properly we must select with care the methods, tangible or otherwise, which we intend to use to accomplish that
purpose. A blind child will learn to think and act just as it is instructed by its teacher. If we use the ordinary methods the child will think and talk like
seeing persons; whereas, if we use odd or extraordinary methods it will not have the same conception of concrete things as we do. We must give the
child in its school room, as far as practicable, every method used by seeing persons. In support of this idea I will state, that the famous Frenchman,
M. Hauy, who did such noble work for the blind in France and Russia, was the first to embrace and carry out this idea of using seeing methods for
the instruction of the blind. In 1834, Mr. Gall, of Edinburgh, published the Gospel of St. John in modified Roman Letter, and he used such strong
arguments in favor of the latter,...
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