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Act. President Bush recognized this issue in 2004 when he signed Executive Order No. 13352 ensuring that Federal Agencies pursue new cooperative
conservation actions designed to involve private landowners rather than make mandates they must fulfill. The Fish and Wildlife Service has created
some programs to encourage landowner participation and provide them with guarantees that their good deed will not be undone. The Partners of
Fish and Wildlife programs is an excellent example. | had a hearing in my State of Oklahoma on this and we had testimony from our landowners on
how great it was to be working with Fish and Wildlife, with the bureaucracy and accomplishing things and this is something they were not doing for
Federal dollars because the match is very small; they were doing it to be cooperative. That program needs to be enhanced and | think we are
planning to do that with other legislation. As we begin considering legislative changes to the Act, | will be seeking ways to address the perverse
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but contains pitifully few incentives to actively create and preserve habitat on private lands. As an unintended result, landowners are encouraged
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forward to recommendations from the witnesses as to how to create a comprehensive incentive strategy that addresses the needs of all kinds of
private landowners....
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