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***** *Includes pictures *Includes Mata Hari s quotes about her own life *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading | am a
woman who enjoys herself very much; sometimes | lose, sometimes | win. - Mata Hari Margeretha Geertruida Zelle, better known to history by the
exotic, glamorous name of Mata Hari, was a woman who profited greatly from the power of illusion during much of her brief life. Born to a hatter
named Adam Zelle and his wife Antje van der Meulen, Mata Hari moved from a financially rewarding but miserable marriage to circus performances
to exotic dancing and celebrity to the role of ostensible international spy in an arc that ended tragically in front of a French firing squad. To a certain
degree, Mata Hari s entire adult life represented a triumph of advertising. Just as advertising depicts products in such a way that they are
associated with other desirable things that have little or nothing to do with the items themselves - romantic or sexual success, beautiful landscapes
or exotic locations, excitement, financial success, youth and attractiveness, and so on - Mata Hari created an aura of mysterious glamour around
herself to sell to the public, something that would never have happened had she merely been seen for what she was, a Dutch courtesan with
elaborate costumes. However, just as illusion had served her well in creating notable fame and transitory fortune, phantasms and lies ultimately
destroyed Mata Hari. Rashly entangling herself in the foreign affairs of France and Germany during the bitter years of World War |, the exotic dancer
found herself completely out of her depth. Used briefly as a pawn by both sides, Mata...
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