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*****.Excerpt from A Discourse on the Errors of Popery But, however marvellous, or even incredible the fact may appear; yet it is most evident. From
the ruins of ancient Rome there has arisen a power, and a tyranny more dreadful, than the first. It has extended its conquests to regions, where the
Roman eagle never flew, and finally, to borrow the language of a celebrated writer, it has produced a monster vast and tremendous, in a far more
terrific guise, than ever before overpowered the imagination, or subdued the fortitude of man. If it be possible in contemplating this subject, that
any circumstances can excite additional amazement, it is this; that this terrible empire laid its foundation on the purest system of religion and
morality, ever known, or uttered to mankind. Why the Deity should permit the Gospel, the Sun in the intellectual and moral universe, to be eclipsed
for ages; why he suFered that legacy of faith and mercy and salvation to be contaminated and defaced, and eventually converted into an empire of
despotism more false, sanguinary, and destructive to his creatures, than any evil tyranny, than any superstition and idolatry before existing; we
may add than any earthquake, famine, or pestilence, which convulsed the natural world, and peopled with human victims the regions of silence and
of death; these are questions, which do not admit of our solution. We must admire and adore that wisdom, which we cannot comprehend; it is our
part to remember, that the way of God is upon the great deep, his path, upon the mighty waters, and the secrets of his counsel, shrouded with
impenetrable darkness. The subject however as...
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