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*xxxx Excerpt from Mouth Bacteria: An Essay Presented to the Canadian Oral Prophylactic Association Mouth bacteria | mean to discuss in a very
general way, especially from the standpoint of my own acquaintance with them, and especially from the standpoint of dental decay. Of all the
disorders to which we are heir it seems that dental decay strikes us most frequently and universally. In the popular mind it is one of the most
disturbing disorders, and, of course, in dental practice it is perhaps the most universally frequent. What causes decay of the teeth is a practical
problem, and especially, if the answer to that can be found, how can we control the cause when we discover it? | believe yon are familiar with the
current conception regarding the factors that induce decay of the teeth. Let me repeat them simply to be sure we have a working basis to proceed
upon. The current theory would, condensed, very briefly put it this way: The acid substance made on tooth surface repeatedly at a particular point
causes solution of the enamel at that point, exposing the dentin, with solution of the dentin likewise, and exposure of the pulp likewise, if the
process goes on long enough. The acid which is made at a given point repeatedly, which dissolves the enamel and penetrates, is made from
carbohydrate by bacteria, the bacteria being invariably and always present everywhere in the mouth, the carbohydrate from which the destructive
acid is made being localized at points where the solution occurs. | have condensed that, | believe, in the fewest possible terms. Acid as the
destructive agent, bacteria the factors that make the acid,...
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