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The Catholic University of America Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 352 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.8in.This exceedingly stimulating and

very wide-ranging book explores the prehistory of the use of the word power in the various philosophical and theological contexts from the fifth
century BC to the fourth century AD. A lucid and profound study of Gods productive power. . . . Journal of Theological StudiesThis thoroughly
researched volume proposes a groundbreaking reinterpretation of Gregorys Trinitarian theology in which power is a central concept. To support his
claim about this concepts importance, Barnes provides a carefully nuanced, extensive, and largely convincing historical survey of the words
meaning in Greek philosophical and medical writers as well as in Christian authors up to Gregorys time. Journal of Early Christian StudiesExamining
Gregory of Nyssas use of the Greek term dunamis (power), Michel Barnes offers a novel argument about the strong role of technical Greek
philosophical ideas and terminology in Gregorys Trinitarian theology. . . . Sweeping and provocative . . . brilliant . . . His work has the potential to
recast not only the scholarly field of patristic Trinitarian theology but also current debates about the possibility andor desirability of rehabilitating
classical Trinitarian orthodoxy in contemporary theology. Theological StudiesWritten with the lucidity and lightness of touch that is characteristic
of Barness work. In the case at hand, this means that Barnes traces the antecedents of Gregory of Nyssas understanding of dynamis (powerthough,
as Barnes shows, the term is more supple than that) back to the Presocratics, and does so in a way that is informative and even pleasant to read.
Heythrop JournalBarness work contributes positively to the task of re-examining Gregory of Nyssa that has rightfully been undertaken by patristic
scholars of late. His willingness to move beyond schemes dominant in previous...
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