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*****. Robert, have you seen anything of your uncle? No, aunt. I suppose he s over at the tavern as usual, said the woman despondently. He drinks
up about all he earns, and there s little enough leD for us. I hope you won t follow in his steps, Robert. You may be sure I won t, Aunt Jane, said the
boy, nodding emphatically. I wouldn t drink a glass of rum for a hundred dollars. God keep you in that resolution, my dear boy! I don t want my
sister s son to go to destruction as my husband is doing. My story opens in a small fishing village on the coast of one of the New England States.
Robert Coverdale, whom I have briefly introduced, is the young hero whose fortunes I propose to record. He is a strong, well-made boy, with a
frank, honest face, embrowned by exposure to the sun and wind, with bright and fearless eyes and a manly look. I am afraid his dress would not
qualify him to appear to advantage in a drawing-room.
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