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ability to know instinctively when death is impending. The tragedy of Rob J.'s life is the deafness of his son, Robert JeCerson Cole, who is called
Shaman by everyone who knows him. Shaman's life is diCicult. First, he must learn to speak so that he can take his place in the hearing world, and
then he must fight against the prejudices of a society where physical diCerences matter. As Shaman struggles to achieve his identity, the Coles,
along with the rest of America, are drawn into the conflict between the North and the South. book.
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