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would supply recruits for the presidio garrisons, and at the same time prove a means of defence to the entire country. The law provided that each
poblador, to whom house lots or lands were granted, should be obliged to hold himself equipped with two horses and a complete saddle, musket,
and other arms for the defence of his particular district, subject to the call of the government. It would not be difficult to trace, in this grant of land
on consideration that the receiver hold himself in readiness to defend the kings territory, something analogous to the old feudal rgime. Prior to the
regulations of N eve, each settler was entitled to receive annually one hundred and twenty dollars, with food for the first two years after enlisting as
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