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***** Tanzania is an East African country comprising a union of Tanganyika, the mainland territory, and the semiautonomous Zanzibar archipelago.
The United States has long considered Tanzania a partner in economic development and, increasingly, in regional security efforts. With more than
52 million people, Tanzania is one of the largest countries in Africa by population and is endowed with substantial natural resource wealth and
agricultural potential. Over the past decade, it has experienced robust economic growth based largely on favorably high gold prices and tourism;
growth has averaged nearly 7 annually. The ongoing development of large reserves of offshore natural gas discovered in 2010 has raised the
prospect of substantial foreign investment inflows and export revenue. Nevertheless, corruption and poor service delivery have hindered efforts to
curb widespread poverty, and extensive development challenges remain. Since independence in 1964, Tanzanian politics have been dominated by
the ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM, Party of the Revolution), created through the merger of the ruling parties of the mainland and Zanzibar.
Political pluralism is weak and opposition parties face periodic harassment and de facto restrictions on their activities. The government is led by
President John Magufuli of the CCM, who was elected in late October 2015 and also heads the CCM. His predecessor, Jakaya Kikwete, also of the
CCM, assumed power in 2005 and won reelection in 2010, but was constitutionally barred from running for a third term. The 2015 polls featured a
close contest between the CCM and a coalition of the leading opposition parties. Tanzania is generally stable and peaceful, but has seen sporadic
threats to state and public security, including periodic but rare attacks on tourists in Zanzibar and several bombings of Christian churches...
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