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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.From the PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. The design of this volume is to impart, in a familiar form, elementary explanations and instructions
on subjects connected with the intellectual faculties; to aHord gradual and easy exercises to the powers of abstraction; and thus to conduct the
young reader, by an accessible path, into that region of thought where the mind acquires force, accuracy, and comprehension. A writer who invites
the attention of young persons to subjects which demand a continued eHort of thought, is tempted to win that attention by some promise of
amusement; or to profess that he has the art of communicating knowledge without the cost of labour on the part of those who receive it. No such
promise or profession can be oHered in the present instance. The author believes that when the object intended is to give tone and vigour to the
understanding by exertion, trivial digressions and gaieties of style should be avoided. Relaxation from eHorts of attention is perhaps always better
provided for away from books than in them; or at least it should be entirely disjoined from serious studies. The writer, therefore, does not treat his
young readers as children, who must be allured by the promise of entertainment to advance in the course of mental improvement, and to whom
knowledge must be administered, like a nauseous drug concealed in a sweetmeat. On the contrary, he boldly claims their undiverted attention; he
invites them to Think, and suggests no inducements beside the proper pleasures and advantages of intellectual cultivation. He has indeed
endeavoured to make this introduction to the study of the mind as familiar and intelligible as possible, and has presumed upon no higher...
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