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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 540 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 1.1in.Excerpt from The
Decline of the Roman Republic, Vol. 1When this kind of philosophical history is attempted by men of small talent and great pretensions, the result is
a mixture of false facts and silly declamation. Modem history has felt the influence of the modem school of fiction, and history assumes the
character of the historical novel. There is another way of writing history, more laborious to the writer and less attractive to those readers who
dislike the trouble of thinking, and look for amusement more than for truth; for there are such readers and writers too. Thucydides says, that most
men are impatient of labour in the search of Ixth, and embrace soonest the things that are next to hand. The writer, who follows this less ambitious
course, must patiently examine facts and attempt to put them in their proper place: the reader, if he would know the facts and what they mean,
must follow the narrative and share the toil by reading carefully what the historian has written with pains. To study a history well is a work of
labour. Those who expect to know something of Boman history by reading fine dissertations, glowing descriptions and eloquent delineations of
character and manners, will only be deceived into believing that they know what they do not know. If a man will write Boman history and tell others
what he has learned of it, he must not spare his own labour, and he will demand the attention of Ids reader. It will not be enough for the writer to
follow modem historians, whatever their merit may be. If he does not feel strong enough to handle the original authorities, he had better...
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