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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from On Reading in
Relation to Literature No doubt you will think that this statement of the case confuses reading with study. You might say, When we read history or
philosophy or science, then we do read very thoroughly, studying all the meanings and bearings of the text, slowly, and thinking about it. This is
hard study. But when we read a story or a poem out of class-hour, we read for amusement. Amusement and study are two diEer ent things. I am not
sure that you all think this; but young men generally do so think. As a matter of fact, every book worth reading ought to be read in precisely the
same way that a scientific book is read not simply for amusement; and every book worth reading should have the same amount of value in it that a
scientific book has, though the value may be of a totally diEerent kind. For, aGer all, the good book of fiction or romance or poetry is a scientific
work; it has been composed according to the best principles of more than one science, but especially according to the principles of the great
science of life, the knowledge of human nature. In regard to foreign books, this is especially true; but the advice suggested will be harder to follow
when we read in a language which is not our own. Nevertheless, how many Englishmen do you suppose really read a good book in Eng lish? How
many Frenchmen read a great book in their own tongue? Probably not more than one in two thousand of those who think that they read. What is
more, although there are now published every year in...
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