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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1855 Excerpt: . . . parts of the heavens; but no example has been met with of a decidedly green or blue
star un associated with a much brighter companion. 55. When telescopes of the greatest eKiciency are directed upon some stars, which to more
ordinary instruments appear only double, they prove to consist of three or more stars. In some cases one of the two companions only is double, so
that the entire combination is triple. In others, both are double, the whole being, therefore, a quadruple star. An example of this latter class is
presented by the star e Lyrae. Sometimes the third star is much smaller than the principal ones, for example, in the cases of C Cancri, Scorpii, 11
Monocerotis, and 12 Lyncis. In others, as in 8 Orionis, the four component stars are all conspicuous. 56. When the attention of astronomers was first
attracted to double stars, it was thought they would aKord a most promising means of determining the annual parallax, and thereby discovering
the distance of the stars. If we suppose the two individuals composing a double star, being situate very nearly in the same direction as seen from
the earth, to be at very diKerent distances, it might be expected that their apparent relative position would vary at diKerent seasons of the year, by
reason of the change of position of the earth. Let A and B, fig. 6, represent the two individuals composing a double star. Let c and d represent two...
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