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*****.Excerpt from Gov; Altgeld s Pardon and the Modern Tragedy: Downfall of the Small Producer and the Crisis, Its Cause and Cure as Explained
and Proposed by Socialism Thus this black and damnable conspiracy of the capitalist class to cow the Labor Movement has proved a boomerang.
The guns loaded for us have kicked backward. The capitalist class and its machinations mount the pillory; the victims emerge with all the glory that
at all times has been the meed of martyrdom. The aiders and abettors in this crime, the accessories before and aEer its commission, was the
capitalist press of the country. AEer having vainly striven to poison the public mind with calumnies and fabrications against the men whose death
they had demanded like blood-hounds, they now seek to smother by a conspiracy of silence the indictment of their conduct which they read
between the lines of the Statement of Governor Altgelt. In view of this fact, The People yields to this historic document the right of way in to-days
issue, and publishes it here in full, literally as it appears in the original, italics and all. Governor John P. Altgelt s Statement. On the night of May 4,
1886, a public meeting was held on Haymarket square in Chicago. There were from 800 to 1,400 people present, nearly all being laboring men.
There had been trouble, growing out of an effort to introduce the eight-hour day, resulting in some collisions with the police, in one of which several
laboring people were killed, and this meeting was called as a protest against alleged police brutality. The meeting was orderly and was attended by
the mayor, who remained...
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