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*****.Excerpt from Federal Constitutions Within the Empire: Colonial Institute, Friday, May 4th, 1900 I have written this paper with a somewhat
selfish object. My purpose was to try to get plainly before my own eyes, quite as much as before the eyes of those who are so good as to come here
to-day, certain phenomena pertaining to those derivative constitutions of our Empire which have been created by the Crown and by Parliament.
The phenomena to which I refer arise out of and vary with certain relationships to the parent Government. These particular relationships are
nowhere expressed in writing; but they none the less form part of the body of custom of the Imperial Constitution, and, like the rest of that body of
custom, they are constantly, though slowly and silently, undergoing a process of modification and development. Just for this reason they are
elusive and difficult to express. In this respect they resemble other principles of our unwritten and progressive Constitution, the statement of which,
adequate and accurate for the generation in which it was made, has become untrue for the next. Such statements do not the less represent reality,
because the reality is constantly changing. We are, then, to endeavour to get some light on the nature of the unwritten relations of the Imperial
Government to the derivative constitutions which have grown out of the parent stem, as these constitutions stand in the year 1900. The practical
interest of the search is that with the consolidation of derivative constitutions upon so-called federal principles, which is beginning to be so much
talked about, a new set of problems is emerging for solution. This process of consolidation...
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