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Demand *****.Excerpt: .the traits of the divine beauty, and separating in each soul that which is divine from the taint which it has contracted in the
world, the lover ascends to the highest beauty, to the love and knowledge of the Divinity, by steps on this ladder of created souls. Somewhat like
this have the truly wise told us of love in all ages. The doctrine is not old, nor is it new. If Plato, Plutarch and Apuleius taught it, so have Petrarch,
Angelo and Milton. It awaits a truer unfolding in opposition and rebuke to that subterranean prudence which presides at marriages with words that
take hold of the upper world, whilst one eye is prowling in the cellar; so that its gravest discourse has a savor of hams and powdering-tubs. Worst,
when this sensualism intrudes into the education of young women, and withers the hope and aGection of human nature by teaching that marriage
signifies nothing but a housewife s thriH, and that woman s life has no other aim. But this dream of love, though beautiful, is only one scene in our
play. In the procession of the soul from within outward, it enlarges its circles ever, like the pebble thrown into the pond, or the light proceeding from
an orb. The rays of the soul alight first on things nearest, on every utensil and toy, on nurses and domestics, on the house and yard and passengers,
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more interior laws. Neighborhood, size, numbers, habits, persons, lose by degrees their power over us. Cause and...
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