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Globalization -- Political aspects. Excerpt: . . . Finally, the broad conceptual scheme of a transition from agricultural to industrial to information-
based society ( the Toffler view ) is but one among many diagnoses of our times. Certainly a lot of change is going on: whether this amounts to an
epochal shift, and whether the Tofflers have correctly identified the nature of that shift, remain open questions. The periodization proposed by the
Tofflers is too sweeping to provide a useful guide to predicting the 14 future. The notion that we are entering a new age tends to downplay the
continuing importance of economic and geopolitical factors in producing conflict, and also to downplay the relevance of realist theories of
international relations. True, we live in a time of rapid change: this does not mean that everything will change. There will remain a great deal of
continuity in the global system, and threats from would-be regional hegemons ought not be discounted. | n summary, the underlying assumptions
of the commissions diagnosis of the current threat environment are based on a highly selective reading of social science. | believe it is bad social
science. This matters. As Bernard Brodie once said, . . . good strategy presumes good anthropology and sociology. Some of the greatest military
blunders of all time have resulted from juvenile evaluations 15 in this department. Threat Assessment. The commissions choice of underlying
assumptions has produced a threat analysis that is clearly skewed in a particular direction: the United States will probably face a threat of a mass
casualty attack on...
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