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***** Excerpt from Fifteenth Annual Report: Of the Board of Indian Commissioners for the Year, 1883 The visiting Commission used their influence,
by kindly counsel, to allay the prevailing excitement, and they believe that by wise management, that shall rigidly guard the rights of those Indians
who have selected and improved allotments, a division of the Dakota Reservation may be made that shall benefit all parties, opening a large tract of
country for settlement by white men, and securing to the Indians a fund sufficient to give them a start in industrial pursuits, and to support schools
for all their children. Mr. Lyon has visited the Crow Agency in Montana, where he found some things to commend and much room for improvement.
In August last, at the request of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Messrs. Fisk and Whittlesey went to the Indian Territory to adjust the differences
in the Creek Nation - differences which had long existed and had culminated in open hostilities and the loss of many lives. After a week of counseling
an patient hearing of all parties, the Commission succeeded in accomplishing their purpose, arresting all strife, and putting that great tribe of
Indians again peaceably at work among their industries. Full reports of the proceedings of these visiting committees may be found in the Appendix.
The Purchasing Committee. The chairman of this committee, Mr. Lyon, reports that at the opening of bids for Indian supplies, 354 proposals were
received from which 145 contracts were made. The competition was greater than at any previous opening, and there was no difficulty in making
excellent selections of goods suitable for the service at reasonable prices. Bids were...
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