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University of Oklahoma Press, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. New edition. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.-Once in a blue moon (which means a fairly long cycle in my case) one who deals professionally with new books comes upon
something that seems to him truly noteworthy and memorable-a reading experience which he will cherish for the rest of his life. And when this
book is original and, indeed, unique-when it achieves something that has never been done before-one s impulse is to rent a billboard, to hire a hall,
in some way to underline and emphasize the excitement and enthusiasm of his discovery, so that other readers may share his pleasure. -This has
been my experience with The Ten Grandmothers, by Alice Marriott. It was the custom of certain tribes of Indians of the Great Plains to keep a winter
count, or calendar, of important events. Each year an officially designated scribe or historian of the tribe inscribed on a specially selected and
prepared buffalo hide (which was a sacred tribal possession) a colored pictograph commemorating the most noteworthy event of the year-the
happening or circumstance for which the year would be remembered in the oral literature and traditions of the tribe. -Miss Marriott s book is based
upon such a tribal history of the Kiowas, an important and tenacious nation of the southern Great Plains, for more than a hundred years. She has
taken representative incidents from this story and built each into a unified narrative of personal experience, concrete and dramatic. The thirty-
three narratives fall into four groups reflecting the major phases of Kiowa history in the last century; they are called, since Kiowa .economy was
based on the buffalo, The Time When There Were Plenty of Buffalo; The Time When Buffalo...
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