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***x* Excerpt from Flower and Weed Lord Ingleshaw is something of a recluse, and his only daughter has not yet made her entrance upon the
bustling theatre of society, to be elbowed and hustled by that common herd to which the doting father deems his child an infinitely superior being.
Her eighteenth birthday is terribly near, and next year, the father tells himself, his innocent simple-minded darling must needs be handed over to
the high priestesses of the temple of fashion; must take her place in society, be wooed, won, and wedded; and then it would be to him almost as if
he had no daughter. New associations, new loves, new joys, new hopes, new cares, would arise for her who was now all his own. Well, it is the
common lot, he muses, dreaming in his library over an open folio of Bacon s Essays or Sir Thomas Browne s Urn Burial. | must wait for a girl-
grandchild, whom | may train up to be something like the companion and friend my little girl has been to me. She will last my time. | shall be dead
and gone before she need be presented at Court. He has a fixed idea that from the hour his daughter enters society she will be in great measure lost
to him. This comes, perhaps, from his profound contempt for modern society, which he despises the more intensely because he has held himself
aloof from the vortex, and only contemplates its foolishness from the outside. This external view of fashionable life is like a deaf man s view of a
ball-room. Lord Ingleshaw sees the puppets dancing, without hearing the music which...
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