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Delivered at Taunton, Massachusetts, May 4, 1903 My presence among you to-day is an event which justly awakens feelings of profound gratitude
and astonishment; of gratitude, because of the length of days with continuing health granted me by our Almighty Father; and, next, of
astonishment at the rare combination of circumstances which has assigned me so prominent a part in the exercises of the occasion. This Golden
Anniversary, so gratifying to you, is a day of startling reminiscences to me. All my fellow members who assembled in the study of Rev. Mr. Emery half
a century ago to organize this Society, have gone to their final reward, and I, alone, spared by the will of a benevolent Creator, am present as their
last survivor to participate in these festivities. Surely, no reflecting mind can fail to see the guiding hand of a superintending Providence in these
mysteries of survivorship which cluster about longevity. It is fifty years to-day since the General Court of Massachusetts granted to the Old Colony
Historical Society a charter bestowing upon it an official life, with the right of perpetual succession. | was here at that time as a young lawyer
recently admitted to the Bar, and a participant in the organization of this Society. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
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