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University of Texas Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 222 pages. Dimensions: 7.9in. x 5.0in. x
1.0in.Autobiographical literature especially reveals the processes by which writers convert their
own historical experience into fictional form and suggests how literary forms function in life. This
volume defines an original theory of autobiographical writing and provides intriguing analyses of
major American works of literature. The Art of Life examines the transformation of history into
literature in Walden, Song of Myself, Henry Jamess Prefaces, The Education of Henry Adams,
Paterson, and the poetry of Frank OHara. These works are approached as events in themselves and
are analyzed as conversions of form and history, fiction and fact, and even aesthetics and politics.
Thus the work of literature is set in the total experience of living, and the writer is seen not only as

an artist but also as a person in a historical, political, and cultural environment. As well as a creator
of literature, the writer is viewed as a social, psychological, and biological being. Chapters on the
narcissistic economy of Walden, the mythicizing of history and personality in Song of Myself, the
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Reviews

Extensive guide! Its such a excellent read. This can be for anyone who statte that there was not a worth looking at. | am just effortlessly will get a
satisfaction of looking at a written publication.
-- Melvin Hettinger

This book will not be effortless to start on reading through but very exciting to learn. It is amongst the most remarkable book i have got go through. Once
you begin to read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Dr. Easton Collier DVM
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