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and rigid demands if it is to fulfill its function and to justify itself as worthy of respect. It must grow,
not merely in volume, but in its fundamental values, in the breadth and the depth of its
philosophical concepts, in the thoroughness of its practice, in the validity and trustworthiness of its
conclusions. And so it seems that this is a peculiarly fitting time at which to attempt such a critique
of systematic entomology as is here presented. 103 3 I wish here to acknowledge my indebtedness
to various colleagues who have assisted in the preparation of this volume. Mr. J. C. Chamberlin has
permitted me to draw freely from an unpublished manuscript dealing with the matter of generic
concepts and has discussed with me many of the ideas that are here presented. Professors E. O.
Essig, S. B. Freeborn, and E. C....
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