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***x* Excerpt from The Future of Antarctic Research: Hearing Before the Subcommittee on Basic Research of the Committee on Science, U. S. House
of Representatives, One Hundred Fourth Congress, Second Session, July 23, 1996 The Subcommittee convened at 1:32 p.m. in Room 2318 of the
Rayburn House Office Building, the Honorable Steven H. Schiff, Chairman of the Subcommittee, presiding. Members present: Representatives
Schiff, Cramer, Ehlers, Luther, Gutknecht, Graham, Volkmer and Morella. Chairman Schiff. The Subcommittee is called to order. Today the
Subcommittee is continuing its oversight responsibilities of the National Science Foundation. The focus of this hearing is the United States
Antarctic Program and the future of Antarctic research. Antarctica, with ten percent of the Earths land mass, is nearly 1.5 times the size of the United
States. Its associated seas represent over five percent of the world s oceans and its ice - 70 percent of the earth s fresh water. The United States has
important foreign policy, national security, scientific and environmental interests in this vast area. Historically a strong year-round U.S. presence in
Antarctica in the form of scientific research supported by permanent infrastructure at three research stations has been the principal means of
realizing these interests. Some of the infrastructure is nearing the end of its design life and is in need of replacement. The estimated price of
replacement is substantial, and this combined with current and anticipated budget constraints raises important issues concerning the U.S.
Antarctic Program. The responsibilities of the United States, our commitment to the Antarctic and our role at the South Pole Station are topics |
hope to address in today s hearing. Some of my specific questions include: -...
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