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Princeton University Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 231 x 155 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. This work is a rare cross-cultural study of one of the most
universal dialogic genres: heroic flyting, or the verbal duel in which the heroes, prior to physical
combat, make boastful claims that must be backed up through action in the arena of public
contesting. Long recognized as an elemental behavioral paradigm in human consciousness, the
contest has only recently emerged as a factor in the formation of Western intellectual traditions
and modes of discourse. In presenting the verbal duel as a literary expression of the contest, Ward
Parks shows how flyting interfaces words and physical action. He explores the place of flyting in the
patterning of culture, both Eastern and Western, from Homeric and Old English martial narratives to
current academic debate to such phenomena of popular culture as rap. Parks studies flyting from a
comparative standpoint to discover major generic and structural characteristics common to this
activity in both its oral and written traditions. Drawing his methodology from such fields as literary
criticism, socio-biology, linguistics, and game theory, he begins with an exploration of the nature
and structure...
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Unquestionably, this is actually the greatest function by any author. I was able to comprehended every little thing using this created e ebook. Its been
printed in an remarkably straightforward way which is merely following i finished reading this ebook in which in fact altered me, alter the way i think.
-- Arianna Witting-- Arianna Witting

An exceptional book as well as the font used was exciting to read. It is actually rally intriguing throgh reading time. You will not sense monotony at anytime
of the time (that's what catalogues are for about when you ask me).
-- Crystel Hagenes-- Crystel Hagenes
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