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Bloomsbury Publishing PLC, United Kingdom, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. UK ed.. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Autonomy is a vital principle in medical law and ethics. It occupies a prominent place in all medico-legal and ethical debate. But
there is a dangerous presumption that it should have the only vote, or at least the casting vote. This book is an assault on that presumption, and an
audit of autonomy s extraordinary status. This book surveys the main issues in medical law, noting in relation to each issue the power wielded by
autonomy, asking whether that power can be justified, and suggesting how other principles can and should contribute to the law. It concludes that
autonomy s status cannot be intellectually or ethically justified, and that positive discrimination in favour of the other balancing principles is
urgently needed in order to avoid some sinister results. This book is a sustained attack on the hegemony of the idea of autonomy in medical ethics
and law. Charles Foster is no respecter of authority, whether of university professors or of law Lords. He grabs his readers by their lapels and shakes
sense into them through a combination of no-nonsense rhetoric and subtle argument that is diDicult to resist. Tony Hope, Professor of Medical
Ethics, Oxford University This book is unlikely to be in pristine state by the time you have finished reading it. Whether that is because you have
thrown it in the air in celebration or thrown it across the room in frustration will depend on your perspective. But this book cannot leave you cold. It
is a powerful polemic on the dominance of autonomy in medical law, which demands a reaction. Charles Foster sets out a powerful case that
academic medical lawyers have elevated autonomy to a...
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